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To determine if an individual is eligible for Medicaid under the Pickle Program, complete the following 
simple screen test: 
 
Step 1:  Is the individual now receiving a Social Security check? 
 
 If the answer is “no,” then the person cannot be eligible for the Pickle Program. 
 If the answer is “yes,” then go to the Step 2. 
 
Step 2: After April 1977, has there ever been a month in which the individual was eligible for, and 
received, both a Social Security check and an SSI check?  Or did the individual receive SSI in the month 
before the individual got the first check for Social Security? 
 
 If the answer is “no,” then the person cannot be eligible for the Pickle Program. 
 If the answer is “yes,” then go to Step 3. 
 
Step 3: What is the last month in which the individual was eligible for, and received, both Social Security 
and SSI? 
 
Step 4: Depending on the answer to Step 3, the present Social Security benefits are multiplied by a factor 
that ranges from .986 for the past year to .326 for May or June 1977. 
 
Step 5: After multiplying the present Social Security benefits by the applicable factor, one has 
determined the applicant’s countable Social Security income under the Pickle Program.  This figure, 
along with other countable income, is used to determine the income component for Medicaid eligibility. 
 
As a result of this program, disabled children, who would otherwise lose needed Medicaid benefits, will 
keep them. 
 

Announcement 
 
Today, Andrew Hook will make two presentations at the Special Needs Trusts VII at the Stetson 
University College of Law:  (1) The Doctrine of Worthier Title, and (2) Investment Options for Special 
Needs Trusts.  Segments of these presentations will be available for viewing on the World Wide Web by 
a live webcast. The link to register for the webcast and access these presentations is 
www.fastcle.com/stetson.  
 

Speakers 
 
If you are interested in having an Elder Law attorney from Oast & Hook speak at an event, please call 
Jennifer Wood at 757-399-7506. 
 

Oast & Hook 
 
Oast & Hook is an Elder Law firm.  We represent older persons, disabled persons, their families, and 
their advocates.  The practice of Elder Law includes estate planning, estate and trust administration, 
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powers of attorney, advance medical directives, guardianships, conservatorships, and public entitlements 
(Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security, and SSI), disability planning, estate, gift and income tax matters, 
bill paying, care management, and fiduciary services.  We also handle litigation involving these issues, 
such as will contests and estate administration disputes.  For more information about Oast & Hook, 
please visit our website at www.oasthook.com. 
 
Oast & Hook is the Virginia member of the Special Needs Alliance, a nationwide network of disability 
attorneys.  As members of this alliance, we assist personal injury attorneys in resolving their cases to 
enhance the judgments and awards of their disabled clients and to maintain the eligibility of these clients 
for SSI and Medicaid.  We are experienced in protecting the public benefits of persons with special needs 
and in assisting with the management of their assets.  For more information about the Special Needs 
Alliance, visit its website at www.specialneedsalliance.com. 
 

Distribution of This Newsletter 
 
Oast & Hook encourages you to share this newsletter with anyone who is interested in issues pertaining 
to the elderly, the disabled and their advocates.  The information in this newsletter may be copied and 
distributed, without charge and without permission, but with appropriate citation to Oast & Hook, P.C.  If 
you are interested in a free subscription to the Elder Law News, then please e-mail us at 
eln@oasthook.com, call us at 757-399-7506, or fax us at 757-397-1267. 
 

 
   Please visit us on the world wide web at:   

www.oasthook.com  
  
Our website contains information about Oast & Hook  
and an archive of our newsletters and other estate  
planning, estate administration, and Elder Law articles  
in searchable format .  
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