


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E L D E R  L A W  N E W S                J A N U A R Y  28 ,  2005  

 
$ The Medicaid eligibility rules are technical. Changes to the Virginia Medicaid program can best 

be developed by the DMAS after seeking public comment and participation.    
 

$ HB 2601 is unnecessary. The current Virginia Medicaid program rules impose significant 
penalties for abusive transfers of resources. 

 
$ HB 2601 will not encourage the purchase of long-term care insurance or independent savings for 

long-term care.  HB 2601 simply saves the state money by denying an elderly or disabled person 
long-term care coverage.  HB 2601 unfairly penalizes such citizens in a state whose Medicaid 
program is one of the barest in the nation.    

 
This country does have a long-term care crisis.  Many elderly and disabled Virginia citizens cannot 
afford to pay privately for the cost of long-term care which, in southeastern Virginia, can cost $50,000 
per year and more.  For an average nursing home stay of two and a half years, the private payment cost 
can exceed $125,000.  Due to this high cost of nursing home care, more and more people are turning to 
the Medicaid program for assistance.  This crisis is putting additional pressure on our state budget which 
is already beset with problems. 
 
HB 2601, however, is not the answer to Virginia’s long-term care crisis.  While the Commonwealth of 
Virginia must control growth in Medicaid expenditures, HB 2601, as presently drafted, is unnecessarily 
onerous for Virginia=s low and moderate income elderly and disabled citizens.  
 
How can you oppose HB 2601?  First, make a two minute phone call to your delegate or senator.  Call  
1-800-889-0229 (698-1990 in Richmond) and simply state the bill number and your name and address.  
You may also write your delegate or senator directly.  It is important to do this quickly, as the Virginia 
Senate will soon be considering the bill.  
 
 

Oast & Hook 
 
Oast & Hook is an Elder Law firm.  We represent older persons, disabled persons, their families, and 
their advocates.  The practice of Elder Law includes estate planning, estate and trust administration, 
powers of attorney, advance medical directives, guardianships, conservatorships, and public entitlements 
(Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security, and SSI), disability planning, estate, gift and income tax matters, 
bill paying, care management, and fiduciary services.  We also handle litigation involving these issues, 
such as will contests and estate administration disputes.  For more information about Oast & Hook, 
please visit our website at www.oasthook.com. 
 
Oast & Hook is the Virginia member of the Special Needs Alliance, a nationwide network of disability 
attorneys.  As members of this alliance, we assist personal injury attorneys in resolving their cases to 
enhance the judgments and awards of their disabled clients and to maintain the eligibility of these clients 
for SSI and Medicaid.  We are experienced in protecting the public benefits of persons with special needs 
and in assisting with the management of their assets.  For more information about the Special Needs 
Alliance, visit its website at www.specialneedsalliance.com. 
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Distribution of This Newsletter 

 
Oast & Hook encourages you to share this newsletter with anyone who is interested in issues pertaining 
to the elderly, the disabled and their advocates.  The information in this newsletter may be copied and 
distributed, without charge and without permission, but with appropriate citation to Oast & Hook, P.C.  If 
you are interested in a free subscription to the Elder Law News, then please e-mail us at 
eln@oasthook.com, call us at 757-399-7506, or fax us at 757-397-1267. 
 

   Please visit us on the world wide web at:   
www.oasthook.com  

  
Our website contains information about Oast & Hook  
and an archive of our newsletters and other estate  
planning, estate administration, and Elder Law articles  
in searchable format .  
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Oast & Hook, P.C. 
 

This newsletter is not intended as a substitute for legal counsel.  While every precaution has been taken to make this newsletter accurate, we 
assume no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information in this newsletter. 
 
This newsletter is produced to be sent electronically.  If we currently fax you a copy of the Elder Law News but you prefer to receive it by e-
mail, then please contact us at: eln@oasthook.com.  
 
If you would like to be removed from our Elder Law News distribution list, please e-mail us at eln@oasthook.com, call us at 757-399-7506, 
or fax us at 757-397-1267. 
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