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The way to look at SSI income from working and earning wages is different from the SSDI program; the 
SGA limits do not apply the same way for the SSI program.  For SSI purposes, the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) looks at the gross wages the employee earns, for instance $500.00 for one month. 
Next, the SSA deducts $20.00 which is the “general income exclusion” and also a $65.00 “earned income 
exclusion.”  In other words, the SSA always deducts the first $85.00 from any gross earned amount.  This 
makes the remainder in our example $415.00.  The SSA looks at one-half of the $415.00 remainder, 
which is $207.50.  This would be the amount deducted from his or her SSI check.  So, if the employee is 
receiving $564.00 from SSI, the monthly check will be reduced to $356.50. 
 
You can learn about both the SSDI and SSI work incentives at www.ssa.gov/work  
          

Announcements 
 
Oast & Hook is pleased to report that Andrew Hook has been appointed the Editor of the NAELA Journal
by Stuart Zimring, President of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, www.naela.com. 
NAELA has asked Mr. Hook to improve the NAELA Quarterly. As part of this process, the name of this 
publication will be changed to the NAELA Journal, which will publish semiannually scholarly articles 
and papers on issues concerning the elderly and the disabled. If you are interested in submitting an article 
to be published in the NAELA Journal, then please e-mail Mr. Hook at hook@oasthook.com. 
 
Timothy Palmer will speak about long-term care planning on the “Ask the Expert” show on WTAR radio 
(850 AM) from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on May 11th.  The telephone number to call into the show is 757-
627-9827. 
 
Sandra Smith will speak about long-term health needs of the elderly to members of the Circle of Love 
from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. on May 11th.  This presentation will be at the First Baptist Church of 
Hampton, 229 North King Street, Hampton, Virginia.  For more information, please contact Karen 
Hamlet at 757-850-3234. 
 
Sandra Smith will speak about estate planning for grandparents as caregivers to members of the 
Grandparents as Parents Group from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. on May 12th.  This presentation will be at the 
Lakeview Elementary School in Portsmouth, Virginia.  For more information, please contact Clifford 
Barnett at 757-393-0570. 
 

Oast & Hook 
 
Oast & Hook is an Elder Law firm.  We represent older persons, disabled persons, their families, and 
their advocates.  The practice of Elder Law includes estate planning, estate and trust administration, 
powers of attorney, advance medical directives, guardianships, conservatorships, and public entitlements 
(Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security, and SSI), disability planning, estate, gift and income tax matters, 
bill paying, care management, and fiduciary services.  We also handle litigation involving these issues, 
such as will contests and estate administration disputes.  For more information about Oast & Hook, 
please visit our website at www.oasthook.com. 
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Oast & Hook is the Virginia member of the Special Needs Alliance, a nationwide network of disability 
attorneys.  As members of this alliance, we assist personal injury attorneys in resolving their cases to 
enhance the judgments and awards of their disabled clients and to maintain the eligibility of these clients 
for SSI and Medicaid.  We are experienced in protecting the public benefits of persons with special needs 
and in assisting with the management of their assets.  For more information about the Special Needs 
Alliance, visit its website at www.specialneedsalliance.com. 
 

Speakers 
 
If you are interested in having an Elder Law attorney from Oast & Hook speak at an event, please call 
Jennifer Lantz at 757-399-7506. 
 

Distribution of This Newsletter 
 
Oast & Hook encourages you to share this newsletter with anyone who is interested in issues pertaining 
to the elderly, the disabled and their advocates.  The information in this newsletter may be copied and 
distributed, without charge and without permission, but with appropriate citation to Oast & Hook, P.C.  If 
you are interested in a free subscription to the Elder Law News, then please e-mail us at 
eln@oasthook.com, call us at 757-399-7506, or fax us at 757-397-1267. 
 
 

   Please visit us on the world wide web at:   
www.oasthook.com  

  
Our website contains information about Oast & Hook  
and an archive of our newsletters and other estate  
planning, estate administration, and Elder Law articles  
in searchable format .  
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This newsletter is not intended as a substitute for legal counsel.  While every precaution has been taken to make this newsletter accurate, we 
assume no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information in this newsletter. 
 
This newsletter is produced to be sent electronically.  If we currently fax you a copy of the Elder Law News but you prefer to receive it by e-
mail, then please contact us at: eln@oasthook.com.  
 
If you would like to be removed from our Elder Law News distribution list, please e-mail us at eln@oasthook.com, call us at 757-399-7506, 
or fax us at 757-397-1267. 
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